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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 8 and 10 are objected to because both claims are identical. Please 
cancel claim 10 because it will not be further processed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kwaka '263. 

Kwaka discloses a wrench with a wrench stop affixed thereto, comprising: an elongated 
shank having at least one gripping end having opposing sides, the gripping end being 
adapted for gripping a fastener, the shank being turned in order to apply torque for 
tightening and loosening the fastener; and a smooth rigid circular plate attached to one 
of the opposing sides of the gripping end in order to prevent the gripping end from 
slipping past the fastener, the plate having a hole defined through the center of the plate 
adapted for extending around the shank of a bolt or stud; the gripping end comprises a 
U-shaped pair of jaws defining an open end wrench, the circular plate being attached to 
both jaws across the open end of the wrench, the diameter of the hole defined in the 
center of the plate being less than the width of the U-shaped opening defined by the 
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jaws, whereby the jaws are prevented from sliding off lands defined on the fastener; the 
wrench having ratcheting capabilities (column 2, line 63); and the plate is cast in one 
piece (inherently metal and permanent) with the gripping end (column 3, lines 9 and 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 13, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kwaka. 
Kwaka does not specifically disclose a circular plate at the open end, or a circular plate 
having a thickness of between about one-sixteenth and one-quarter inch. However, 
since Kawaka has installed a circular plate at the boxed end of the wrench for the 
purpose of preventing the wrench from sliding off the edge of the workpiece, it seems 
obvious that a second circular plate could be placed at the open end for the same 
reason. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have made the wrench of Kwaka to have a circular 
plate at the open end as an alternate means of securing the open end of the wrench to 
the workpiece. Regarding the thickness of the plate, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the 
plate of Kwaka to have a thickness of between about one-sixteenth and one-quarter 
inch, since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in 
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the prior art, discovering an optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ233. 

Claims 3, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kwaka in view of White 713. 

Kwaka is described above. Referring to claims 3 and 14, Kwaka does not specifically 
disclose internal gripping teeth (serrated) within the box head of the wrench. White 
discloses a box end wrench having internal gripping teeth within the box head so as to 
minimize the occurrence of the wrench slipping on a workpiece during tightening or 
loosening. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have made the apparatus of Kwaka et al. to have internal 
gripping teeth in the box head as taught by White so as to minimize the occurrence of 
the wrench on the workpiece during tightening or loosening operations- 
Referring to claims 7, 8, 11, 12, 19 and 20, Kwaka does not specifically disclose 
magnetism, forging, welding or gluing as means of securing the stop to the wrench. 
White discloses a wrench having a magnetic head on which a metal stop is securable 
(through the magnet); and using forging (claim 5), welding and gluing (column 3, line 
10) as means of permanently securing the stop. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have used a 
magnetic head on which a metallic stop is securable (through magnetism); and also 
secure the stop of Kwaka by gluing, welding and forging as taught by White as means 
of permanently securing the stop. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kwaka in view 
of White and in further view of Dedrick '31 6. 

Kwaka as modified is described above. The modified Kwaka does not specifically 
disclose a stop made of plastic. Dedrick discloses an attachment for a wrench wherein 
the stop is made of plastic so as to insulate the top portion of the wrench. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have use a plastic stop in the apparatus of Kwaka et al. as taught by Dedrick so as to 
insulate the top portion of the wrench. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J Grant whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3315. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J Hail can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




Joseph J. Hail, III 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3700 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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